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Chapter 6 How Contracts Come to an End

Despite what the parties intended to do, some contracts can be ended 
involuntarily for the reasons shown in the figure. For what other reasons 
might an contract be ended involuntarily?

Figure 6.1 Involuntary Discharge of a Contract

A contract cannot be completed if the subject matter of 
the contract, such as a piece of property, is destroyed 
through no fault of the parties to the contract.

The death or illness of a party to a 
contract may end the contract if it 
required the personal service of that 
person.

The law will discharge a contract 
if the Statute of Limitations for 
completing the contract runs out.

(tr)Jim Reed/Getty Images; (bl)Matthew Wiley/Masterfile; (br)Royalty-free/CORBIS;
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Chapter 6 Supplemental Master Figure 6.2
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