
Viruses, Pop-ups and Spam 
 

Viruses, Pop-ups and Spam – Oh My. Just like Dorothy and her companions in the Wizard of Oz, we are venturing 

out daily on our own yellow brick roads with dangers at every corner. No, not Lions and Tigers and Bears but threats 

that can ruin our computers, make us victims of fraud, cause us to lose our identities, and make us the target of 

predators and scam artists.  

You are the new “Wizards” in this Oz of computer technologies and Internet. You probably have more computer 

experience than most people twice and three times your age. But do you practice Cyber Safety and do you keep up to 

new developments when it comes to Viruses, Pop-ups, Spam, Hoaxes, etc.? Do you know what Phishing, Cookies 

and image-based spam are? Do you know how to protect yourself and your family against these types of threats?  

 

Here is how you can help.  

You each will be given 15 minutes to research your topic.  Then we will group students by their topic and give the 

groups 5 minutes to share what they learned.  Then we will divide into another group.  Each group will have one 

“expert” for each topic and the each student will share what they know.   

 

As you work your way through the web sites in the explore section, you should be collecting specific information 

about the following:  

 

Viruses  

Pop-ups  

Spam  

Hoaxes  

Scams/Fraud  

Identity theft  

Cookies  

Phishing 

 

For each of the topic areas above, you should find out what it is, what types or variations there are, how does it affect 

and infect your computer and how can you protect yourself against it. You will no doubt find other areas and are 

welcome to propose your own investigation of a topic to your teacher.  

 

Try to find as much information as you can about these cyber intrusions. The following are suggestions but you 

should add to our classroom resource of materials. Review the Explain section to provide additional focus to your 

work. Your goal is inform others about this very important topic. You must record your findings.  

 

Highly recommended as a starting point for you. Nortel LearniT: Online Safety and Digital Ethics 

http://www.NortelLearniT.org  

Includes good information about spam, popups, online purchasing  

http://www.atg.wa.gov/safetynet/consumers.shtml  

Excellent source for ways to protect your self, firewalls, viruses etc.  

http://www.aarp.org/states/wa/wa-news/stay_safer_on_the_internet.html  

Some great information for kids and parents – categorized by age  

http://www.bewebaware.ca/english/default.aspx  

Very good site for many topics  

http://www.wiredsafety.org 

Pop-ups  

http://www.wiredsafety.org/safety/personal_information_safety/pop_ups/index.html 

Spam  

http://www.wiredsafety.org/safety/email_safety/spam/index.html 

Viruses  

http://www.wiredsafety.org/internet101/viruses.html  

Hoaxes  

http://www.wiredsafety.org/internet101/hoaxes.html 

http://hoaxbusters.ciac.org/  

Good information – 8 excellent tips for Cyber security  

http://www.staysafeonline.info/ 

Good overview and information all of our topics  

http://www.getsafeonline.org/nqcontent.cfm?a_id=1168  

Wired Safety - Cookies http://www.wiredsafety.org/law/kids/cookies.html 

 

http://www.wiredsafety.org/law/kids/cookies.html

