
Hardware chapter 2 

2.1 Types of Computers and Components 

• 6670.47 Identify the basic parts of a computer 

system and the relationships among 

components. 

• 6670.48 Describe characteristics and functions 

of CPUs, motherboards, random access 

memory (RAM), expansion connections, hard 

drives, and CD-ROM drives. 

• 6670.51 Perform basic operations in an 

operating system environment. 

• 6670.54 Compare and contrast the basic 

differences among operating systems. 

• 6670.58 Install and configure hardware in a 

computer system. 

2.2 Input and Output Devices 

• 6670.49 Describe characteristics and functions of CPUs, motherboards, random access memory 

(RAM), expansion connections, hard drives, and CD-ROM drives. 

• 6670.58 Install and configure hardware in a computer system. 

2.3 Storage Devices 

• 6670.50 Demonstrate the use of connectivity devices and peripheral equipment (e.g., portable 

storage devices, printers, cable modem, and wireless technologies).  

• 6670.58 Install and configure hardware in a computer system 

Vocabulary: 

• Arithmetic/logic unit 

(ALU) 

• Booting 

• Central processing unit 

(CPU) 

• Clock speed 

• Computer system 

• Control unit 

• Firmware 

• Floating point operations 

per second (FLOPS) 

• Hardware 

• Input 

• Input device 

• Mainframe computers 

• Memory 

• Millions of instructions 

per second (MIPS) 

• Motherboard 

• Operating system (OS) 

• Output 

• Peripheral devices 

• Personal computer 

• Port 

• Processing 

• Random-access memory 

(RAM) 

• Read-only memory 

(ROM) 

• Server 

• Storage 

• Supercomputers 

• Universal serial bus (USB) 

• Audio-input devices 

• Audio-output device 

• Data projector 

• Image-input devices 

• Keyboard 

• Monitor 

• Mouse 

• Optical-character 

recognition (OCR) 

• Output device 

• Pointing device 

• printer 



• ripping 

• stylus 

• Text-input devices 

• Touch screen 

• User interface (UI) 

• Webcam 

• Flash drives 

• Hard disk drive 

• Magnetic media 

• Optical storage 

• Solid-state drives (SSDs) 

• Volume label 

 

What do Computers do? 

• Well, it’s literally a machine that takes what you put into it, and then gives you some 

information back. So, you give it a command, just like you would your dog and it follows the 

command to give you the result you want. Pretty awesome machines these are.  

• Computers have something called a microprocessor that can make calculations super-fast.  

• They also have a memory, or what is referred to as RAM. This stores all the information you 

need when you’re not using it. It also keeps everything your computer needs to work nice and 

safe.  

• Computers have fans to keep them cool; otherwise they’ll get too hot. 


